The follotbi;_ilg article was written

by Harold Harton, a longtime
Lampasas businessman and writer.

‘New facts have come to my
attention that the place Townon
County Road 3 lies in an area
which' contains the  earliest
history of Lampasas County and

perhaps is the site of one of the

earliest settlements in our area.

In fact, the information I
received, thanks to my friend
Dale Hatley, possibly pushes
back the history of our area 100

years. 00
It was in 1756 that a priest by

the name of Don Pedro de

-Terreros, along with a company
of Spanish soldiers commanded
by a Captain Basterra and

_including a Thomas Isaac Cox,
established ' a fort near the
confluence of Delucia (Lucy)
- Creek and Arroyo Cavallo, seven
miles northeast of Lampasas, The

ory of county

5 s

captain.

_Arguing to commanders that
his horse-mounted cavalry had
an advantage over the British

 foot soldiers, he proposed . a

horse-hunting trip back to Texas
to supply the troops with horses.
General Charles Lee, Washing-
ton’s second in command,
agreed. Cox was relieved of his
command and sent back to Texas
by way of New Orleans, where
he again obtained permission

from the Spanish to round up

horses. This time he was to pay
the Spanish government 25 cents

per head. This fee remained the

- ontrac’tg;rice for the Cox family
until 1882, .

&
exas. They were sloweg
rains, high water, poor

fort was under constant attack A semi lar area formed by native rocks could have been part of a holding pen grazing and Indians, as well as
by the Indians and was a r wil es captured in the area and transported to the east. This pho §r ph ther problems. In what is now
‘doned shortly thereafter. ken on the . Hodges place, some 100 yards southwest of Cox Cemetery. ~  Oklahoma, they ran into some
~ Oneofthedutiesofthegroup = , e o . . - . unfriendly Kiowas. They were
‘was to capt ild horses for the5 cobt . Creek and Esquivel (School) the path of Lucy Creek. Upon attacked Dec. 19, 1780, just north
. the Spanish. Cox observed wild p ._ ment Creek”  ~ ~ ~ arrival in New Orleans, he sold of the Red River and escaped
~ horses by the hundreds in the to capture the wild I  He set up camp at the the horses to me ts there.  only by hiding in a ravine. The
ca. and tales of these sell them back east. _abandoned Terreros presidioand ~ In New Orleans, Cox also next dy y ~~a"‘~"§lue'norther"~}dt
ere the  His grant gave him p - began to capture the wild horses. mgending war with sleet and snow, which

, . sion to "capture wild hor d : ,h The horses were tilriv;e\n;ngn, : 1%:{ ;Ameﬁcl:n again delayed them. o

, - the immigrant trail which ran tionary War), so he They finally arrived at

yurses ~ from Neygr Orleans to Santa Fe.  returned ‘to‘lgﬂiladglphia, where ~ /y\ e :

lucia - The path of this trail lies near he entered the Army as a  Please see STORY, page 14




Continued from page 12
Terreros presidio and were

amazed at the wild horses, wild JHEES

 cattle and buffalo on:

- surrounding the area. It took

them 46 days to complete the
horse trap and holding pes
Their trap was baited with g

- and salt, which led the hor:
‘water and the t

. The first night, a stallion led

40 mares and colts into the trap.

. This continued, and on the 96th

day camp was broken, and the
_ trip back to Pennsylvania beg
~with 330 horses and 68 colts
. Horses were tied together
. -with horsehair ropes, which
allowed each: man to lead 100
horses. Eighty-one days later
kth‘eﬁ arrived in Pennsylvania
vith 316 horses and 48 colts.
- Cox reportedly sold 304
‘horses to the Army and received
-$33 per head. He also is said to

‘Tﬁe P

have paid each nephew $1,000,

fulfilling his promise to make
them rich. =~ :

%faﬂing.mlove,

: iowa maidens. -

s, he was given the

! ¢ Kiowa” Owens.

_ The expedition continued to
: ere it found plenty of

returned to
with 366 horsesand  an I
he Army paid Cox rej

irton ranch later was used as a barn.

' He did, however, visit Pleasant

Cox, and his wife, Martha Jane,
when he was about 80 ye

. at their place on Lucy
‘Kiowa dismmbmf:ed M

wn,
ake the trip.
s, including a 16-
, d James Bybee, and
b illiam, were anxious

, onr‘, the trip. For the more
 experienced hands, Cox took along

Brown and Owens. :
This trip was a tragic one. Upon
rival at Terreros presidio, the

party of 27 men found a lot of

ndian signs. They anticipated
trouble, yet despite their
. & group was caught.

away from the presidio by a

band of Comanches.

_In the attack, James Bybee.

took an arrow in the chest It

was sodeeg the arrow hag.to be

broken off and
through his back.

dawn on July 4, 179
» da d

rson to be buried in
exas, and certainly in what is

now Lampasas Co
. Upon returni

L sta y
~ But the horse hunting wasnot

ul over. In 1803, Cox got the job of

furnishing horses for the

‘ ‘upcoming Lewis and Clark

Please see COUN‘I"Y’S, page 15
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to Terreros presidic
wild horses,

triﬁs ano

killed, drage

wild horse. He

n | S
_received an adva;gi e of $1,0
- gold to finance the par
'In 1834, another of
Ben, headed an ex
: *lifr’reros presi

business. F

= Kiowa Owens. From ther

n Infl"s?:’f,li’leagant‘,’(lox returned
~ to Texas with his great-uncle,

made his way to New Orleans,

in . whete he found work as a keel-
...~ boat hand, a cobbler L

~ Thomas eported Iv cfapt tred 1
the Spanish and for Gen. Charles Lee, Washington's

he photograph
, - adjoins Harold Harton’s rand
 the same place her unc
~ Bybee, was buried. Some 22 ¢

family members and 15 ot

o A John

 became a Texas ranger. He once  Me
remarked that those graves

saac Cox repo d wild horses for
in command, in the Arroyo Cavallo, or horse draw, This
-was taken on the {ghn fl.odges ?lqce,V:whi'ch
1 on the west side.
,James = Somewhere near this ceme-
e tery, Charlie Boyd ::l‘nclfl

are buried there. = g

homas Cox late

contained men who died in
' ifferent c Bybee
New Spai dc

d; now Lean

ey, too, are

fates - all in th

ey
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for visitors
The\Headwaters Regjon of the
Colorafo River Traill includes

Lampadas, Blanco, $an Saba,
Buchanan Dam/Inks Lake,

 Johnson \City, Burget, Kings-

and/Lakkd LB], Llano and
Marble Falls. ‘
- Chamberk of cothmerce in the
epion offer\a calendar which
lists monthl\ acivities in each
for parficipgtion. =

ome of ¥Yhe year-round

ctions indhude the Llano

%VM igetm; . Hamilton
alkway % Picnic Area,
; Vanjshing Texas River
Cruise, Lalle Buthanan; Fall
Creek Vineyards, TQw; Archeo-
logical = denter, Kingsland;
Confederate Air ForceMusenm,
Burnet;  Mill. Pond  Park &
County Museum, San Saka; Fort
Croghany, Burnet; LBJ] Visitor
Center, Johnson City; Longhorn
Caverng, Inks Lake; Enchahted

Rock, /Llano; Colorado B

State Ifark and Keystone S
Musefim, Lampasas; and

Lake/State Park. = .

Gplf courses open in the\
Hegdwaters Region are at San \
Sala, Buchanan Dam/Inks Lake, -\
Bdrnet, Kingsland, Llan ~
. aﬁxpasasr and two in Marble '

alls. e




